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From the Minister:
Be Aware

It may seem a small thing – possibly even a trivial thing - to you, but to me it was very significant. Several summer Sunday mornings elapsed before it registered that when I went into the pulpit to preach the Bible was always open at the Gospel reading for the day. To my shame, it took several more Sundays before I remembered to thank Duncan Morgan, our Church Officer, for his thoughtfulness.

I say that this small kindness was significant because it told me that Duncan was checking each Sunday to see what the Gospel reading in the lectionary was to be. It told me that Duncan was not merely doing his job, but wanted to play his part to the fullest possible extent as part of our Sunday worship team, which requires many others besides the minister to play their part. It told me that far from merely going through the motions, Duncan was aware of what was happening in our worship Sunday by Sunday.

Whilst Duncan will I am sure be embarrassed to have what he doubtless regards as a small thing made so public, I am sure he will forgive me because he will be aware that what he has been quietly doing over recent Sundays illustrates some wider truths for our mutual benefit.

His small but significant gesture made me aware of just how many people in our congregation do other small but significant things without any of us noticing or remembering to thank them. 

It also made me aware how often those of us who work in the service of others feel quite miffed if no one notices what we have done, still less remembers to thank us.

Yes, many of us need reminding of Jesus’ words: Do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing…Then, your Father, who sees what is done in secret will reward you. (Matthew 6: 3, 4)

But I think we could also be more aware of the kindnesses of others towards us and more aware of our own frequent shortcomings in terms of showing appreciation; more aware of the people with whom we live and besides whom we worship, more aware of their needs, but less aware of their shortcomings.

Duncan’s small act brought home to me my own need to be more aware. It is so easy to get so caught up in the busyness of our own lives that we fail to notice what is going on around us.

As you will all be well aware, I keep pleading for periods of silence during our worship so that we might give ourselves space to be more aware of God. I keep pleading for us to take time to speak to one another after worship, especially those people we know less well, and to look one another in the eye as we speak to them so that we can be more aware of who we are as God’s people in this community.

As it happens, the hymns I’ve chosen for the beginning and end of our monthly evening service on 26th October, Communion Sunday, together remind us of this need to be aware - more aware of God and more aware of one another. 

How can I ever thank the Lord for all his gifts to me? (Psalm 116 in CH4 76)

Brother, sister, let me serve you,

let me be as Christ to you;

pray that I may have the grace to

let you be my servant too. 
(CH4 694)
Aware of God, aware of others – surely a good summary and an excellent mission statement of what “being Church” is all about.
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Sunday:  Father we lift up our hearts to you as we look forward to meeting together to worship and praise You.   We rejoice in the knowledge that we are part of your worldwide Church and are all one in Christ Jesus no matter where we are and our circumstances.   Be with those of your Church who are suffering through famine, disaster or war.    Instil in us a greater concern Lord for our brothers and sisters in parts of the world who struggle to live daily.  
Lord you know us better than we know ourselves, help us to be sincere in our worship, in our home life and in our personal relationships and with all that we have so that in all we do we may give You all the honour and glory.    Amen.

Monday:  At the beginning of this new winter session give thanks for all the work done by Mr Glover.  Pray that he may be given strength to cope with the many tasks he has to undertake.    Remember too all our office bearers for the part they play in the life of the Church.

Tuesday:  Bring before God all members of the Guild at the start of the new session.   Pray that others will come and join in the Guild fellowship.   Give thanks for all that has been achieved through Guild national projects. 

Wednesday:  At this time of great financial uncertainty in our country and in the world, pray for our politicians and world leaders that they will have courage and integrity to do what is right and speak the truth.  Think especially about those who through no fault of their own have lost their employment and have no hope of finding another.

Thursday:  Remember today elderly people, especially those known to us, who are feeling frail and vulnerable.  Pray for those caring for them to be especially gentle and patient; giving them dignity, peace and comfort.

Friday:  As a Church we have been called to spread the Gospel to future generations – never forget to pray for our young people and to do what we can to lead them.  They are the future Church!   Give thanks and pray for all who give of their time in the Church to work with the young people.

Saturday:   Give thanks that something has been achieved in the Zimbabwe situation, although it is still a bit precarious.   Keep praying – God does work!    Remember too Afghanistan and Iraq and especially the Church in these lands – they are our brothers and sisters.









Services and Meetings
Sunday 

10:15 a.m. All-age Family Worship (in Hall) 

Followed by Sunday School & Rock Club Groups
11.00 a.m.     Morning Worship (with Crèche) 
6:15 p.m.
Evening Worship 
    (As advertised, usually last Sunday of month)

7:30 p.m.
Rock Solid Club (every 2nd week)

Monday  

7:15 p.m.
The Guild (Oct - March)

Tuesday 

7.30 p.m.
Bible Study


(As advertised)

Welcome Wednesday 

10a.m – 12noon Coffee Time (1st)

12-2p.m. 
   Chalmers Lunches (3rd)

10 - 11a.m.
   Prayer Time (last)
5:15 p.m.
   1st Port Seton Rainbows (Sept. - June)

6:30 p.m.
   Boys Brigade – 


   Anchor boys and Junior Section

7:45 p.m.
   Company Section (Sept. - June)
8.00p.m.
   Badminton Group
Thursday     

5:00 p.m.
   Rainbows}
6:30 p.m.
   Brownies } (Sept. - June)

Saturday      

8.00 – 9.15a.m
  Prayer Breakfast (last of month)    

6:30 – 7:45 p.m Youth Club for 8-10 yr olds

8.00 – 9:15 p.m Youth Club for 11yrs + 


(Meets every 2nd week Sept-June)

                         OUR WORSHIP - (Services led by Rev Bob GLOVER except where indicated)


MINISTER	SESSION CLERK   			CLERK TO DEACONS COURT


Rev. Robert L Glover 			Mr John Murdoch    			Mr Ian Bulloch


Tel: 812481				Tel: 812469 				Tel: 852717


TREASURER				 ACCESS to the HALL contact		BEADLE


Mrs Janet Farquhar 			Mr Tom Donaldson			Mr Duncan Morgan


Tel: 811863				Tel: 812023				Tel: 812071


FLOWER CONVENER		ORGANIST		 		PRAYER SECRETARY	


Miss Mary Clements			Mrs Pamela Zenati 			Mrs Alice Hood


Tel:  812241 				Tel: 813641 				Tel: 812191


			�    Please recycle this newsletter and care for the earth as God intended 


SC004630 Cockenzie and Port Seton: Chalmers Memorial Parish Church 'Scottish Charity'.











	


			


			


				    








					    








				       


			        


				        








We welcome contributions to the Church Newsletter. Please note however that these may be edited, summarised or omitted by the minister and editor, as circumstances require. Letters of general thanks and acknowledgement for Church flowers will be posted on the notice board in the Church Hall.





EDITOR'S   NOTE


Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue of the Church Newsletter. 


The next issue will be available on 


Sunday 30th November 2008


Articles for this edition should be with me by 


Sunday 16th November 


If you would like to E-Mail news you can contact me on: � HYPERLINK "mailto:chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com" ��chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com� 


or by phone on 819471


Sheila Bulloch








HELP WANTED!!  For PROJECT MAKEOVER





The young people and youth leaders are planning to "do up" the coffee bar area downstairs in the hall.  (Planning permission has been granted by the Deacon's Court) - No we're not going to knock down walls..... We would however like to give it a badly needed "makeover".  The boys from the Youth club (Ross, Sean and Matthew) made a start last session by clearing out and cleaning the coffee bar downstairs, and brightening it up a bit. We would like to take it a step further.





We are looking for anyone who has ideas/help to give in this project which would see the church and young people working together.  





Do you have skills in:  Art, Craft, Banner-making, Sewing, Joinery, Painting, or anything else that would be useful.





We want to make it colourful and appealing to the young people who come to our church.


We would also like to reinstate the downstairs "chapel" to appeal to young people to use as a "place of quiet for prayer and meditation".  





If you can help us in any way, please speak to Fiona Farquhar or Pamela Zenati.











Life and Work


Have you ever read a copy? Why not have a look at this very worthwhile magazine produced by the Church of Scotland. To see a copy or set up at subscription please contact Nan Adams (870391)








MINISTER


Rev. Robert L Glover,


Braemar Villa, 


2 Links Road, 


Port Seton


Tel: 812481


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rlglover@btinternet.com" ��rlglover@btinternet.com�


(Please respect Monday as the 


Minister’s day off)





Pastoral Cover


Rev Robert SIMPSON (01875 810308) will provide emergency pastoral cover from Thursday 27th November until Friday 5th December




















Thanks


Maggie Ross would like to thank everyone most sincerely for their thoughts and prayers at the time of her accident. Also for the flowers and cards she received from the congregation while in hospital and special thanks to Mr Glover for his visits. 





Mary Johnston would like to thank everyone for their kind thoughts, flowers and cards received after her accident.





Thanks are expressed to everyone for all the prayers, flowers and cards following our respective times in hospital. Fiona and Janet Farquhar.





Janette Marr would like to thank everyone for the cards and kindness shown following the recent loss of her mum Nettie. Also a big thank you to the ladies of the Guild for the lovely tea.





Isa Johnston, Amanda and family wish to express thanks for all the cards, flowers, and caring expressed to our family following the recent death of James. Special thanks to the ladies of the Guild for looking after us so well.

















IMAGINING THE BIBLE


A new series of six will run Tuesday 14th October - Tuesday 18th November. Please feel, if you have not been before, that you can join the group who found this a helpful way of 'living' some of the gospel stories. Many were the insights into how it must have felt to be part of life around Jesus and how they can influence our lives as Christians today. Meet in the side wing of the church at 7.30pm for about an hour.








Sunday 23rd November


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship 


				With Rev Tom GORDON


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship.


				With Rev Bob GLOVER





Sunday 30th November (1st in ADVENT)


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship including return of 


	       Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes. 


				       Amanda JOHNSTON





11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship.


  6.15 p.m. Evening Worship       Rev Tom GORDON





Sunday 7th December (2nd in ADVENT)


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship with 


				      Amanda JOHNSTON


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. 


	     	    The Moderator of Lothian Presbytery





Sunday 14th December (3rd in ADVENT)


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship.
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FUNERALS


On 5th September, 


	       Mrs Janet (Nettie) MORGAN, 21 Winton Park





On 30th September, 


	       James Little JOHNSTON, 14 Kay Gardens





On 7th October, 


         Alexander (Alex) Paterson CORSON, 29 Golf Drive











			It’s that time again!


		  This year’s shoebox appeal will be kicked off on Sunday 26th October with Amanda Johnston at 10.15am. The shoeboxes should be returned on Sunday 30th November at 10.15am when a dedication service will take place. Helpers are required to carry out the security checks in the hall on the afternoon of 30th. The warehouse will be open from the beginning of November; there will be more details in the intimations. If you can help in anyway please speak to Amanda or Lyn Marshall.





�


Advance date for your diary! Welcome Wednesday Coffee Time meets on 3rd December for a Christmas Special. All proceeds will be donated to Children’s Hospice Association Scotland (CHAS) Donation of home baking or gifts would be very much appreciated. Please contact Sandra Donaldson (812023) or any member of the team if you can help.














Sunday 26th October. 


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship with Amanda 						JOHNSTON


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship with Sacrament of HOLY COMMUNION (with Crèche)


6.15 p.m. Evening Worship followed by brief 		     celebration of HOLY COMMUNION





Sunday 2nd November


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship.





Sunday 9th November (REMEMBRANCE)


(N.B. No 10.15 a.m. Service this Sunday)


10.50 a.m. Service at War Memorial


11.15 a.m. (approx.) Remembrance Service with Cockenzie & Port Seton Royal British Legion in attendance and Musselburgh & Fisherrow Trades Band





Sunday 16th November


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship.




















        








HOME COMMUNION


Members who through illness or disability are unable to attend either of the forthcoming morning or evening communions and would like communion brought to them on the afternoon of Sunday 26th October are invited to speak to their Elder in the first instance or to telephone the Minister. 





PRAYERS 


From the fruit of his lips a man is filled with good things; as surely as the work of his hands rewards him.  


												Proverbs 12 v.14














		£319.79 was collected at the Harvest Services. This is being split between Christian Aid and Tear Fund. Thanks to all who contributed. 





The next meeting of the Candle Coffee Club will be on Thursday 20th November. 


Meeting at 10a.m. in Longniddry Inn.


The speakers will be 


The Gideon Ladies


All Welcome








